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APITOL AT WASHINGTON BLOWN UP

t O.

Explosion Believed to be Due to a Leaking Gas
Meter—L oss
ciuding Many Valuable Books—The Havoc ot
Explosion and Flames— Previous Fires at
the Capitol—Firemen Stunned by a Second

Explosion.

ton, IX . Nov, G.—(Special.)
¢ eraption of a voleano came an

in the Capitol building this

nd until extras were  issied

leading moruing papers, few peo-

il believe the rumor that the

i~ 1] 1"é
1)1 Couirt oo sad e
i nediieely s joining O3l the

flivar of the 1‘;I|"'E!n| W !H!:l!!_\"

by fire this evewing, The money
i« extensive. but far more than
be the loss to the Congressional
hrary., This i.i'l*l‘.'ir'_' wias locatedd
th the Spretne Conrt

contained 200000 volmmnes, and

A oreat many of the volimes

oyedd by five or the floods of
ponred into the Capitel,
oy o celoek o heavy  explosion,
wie Heard several blocks from thee
took pliee, amd mmediately af-

thames barst from  the win-
the Congressional Lavw Library
i=crnent, aml o few moments
the Supremes Court room,
rin of fire was tuerned in, guiek-
I by a general alarm. amd the
departments responded,
an who first sounded the alarm
the Nenate wing on the main
the explosion took place. By
e resehasl the Supreme Court
endeavor to loeate the fire,
ith smoke, and
| to seck the fresh air.
department was at
nn ladders it was found
for gt fimy where near the Nn
irt room where the fire seem-
Bottest and smoke and flames

‘om the windows,

i= belicved to have resulted |

as oaplogion. eansed by a leak-

meter, right by the elevator

ihe corridor leading to the law |

o the rotnnda. Assistant En-
cott. of the Nenate, wils seen

05 Ieter. h" ':IE'I. four feet

loeated below the Suepreme |

heer.  Then attendants ave in
ing o gas jet burning in

15V

<o that they may be able

way through in the morning. |
very dark, This gas meter |
"expectedly broke ont from  the main came out of the doors to the rotuwdan

helieves, was leaking, and
it the jot. He said that
tely gscertained that it was
 had exploded. 1t was at
thiat the boiler connected
= that heats the Sn-

e hiaal ".\Ii:-lil"l]. This
vood eondition, and there

er in that part of the

Chief Parrvis reached the
hat Iadders he grocted
dows, Nix streams of

tnrned into the L an-

At that time were
setent windows an.d

Gl the secomd floor,

<hed ontward  with
Nremen woent to work

the faet that the

2oare of masonry,

ne bt the wood work

Hes= 1o feed on, and was

the upper tloors, 1o

QO’clock on
Afternoon.
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Cedd by the pxplosion or by the Hames, and | tered, From the obseevations made by

destruction of irreplaceable doenments, | shatt had been wrecked and  through
! age

in which the decisions of the first conrt | the ceilinge above the prissi oe he

4 ! .

of the country rest. The otfice of the fvould  see the wide sap  made

Ceotith of the chamber. On the floor be- o'clock, and congregations leaving the

fwhen Librarian Clark arrived shortly af- ed to the seene of dizaster. The spec-

hefore the Law Library amd the

.:.|'n-:!s-- (‘omrt room were i LSS Y
their way through the  stifling atmos
Cphiere to
reached it was found that a wooden trap

“and around the entranee to the elevato

is Over a Million Dollars in-

the baseimment there was a roaring vol- | conenssion on the walls, I'art of the
cano of fiames, which leaped throuzh the | coment was torn and the walls wore
sreat orilice in the main corridor of the | ciacked.,  Licutenant Robert I.. Ackers,
bunilding at  ithe hasement floor.,  This | of the Capitol T'olice, said that he wa
secmied to he fed by gas, for though it | sitting in his cehair in on adjoining room
promptly yielded to the stream of water | when the explosion occurred. It hap
turned on it, it would soon break out | pened at 5:20, he said.,  The explosio

axain if the water was taken away., It knocked him ont of his chair, and as he

1

wias in one of these onthreaks that the ! rushed ot he <aw the demotiior 5

fire darted threugh the basement floor | the rotunda and in.the entrance way to

an attacked the Consulinticn Chamberd the Sapreme Conrt voom. Thomas T,
4+

of the Juastices, on the first floor of the | Amevio, an encinecr in the eclectric

itilding.,  This was dizcovered by the | lizht department of the building, was in

encineer of the building, who ot out | the sub-bascement of the Noenate wine

their own hose and extineuaished it: no when the erash of the explozion <hook
. ]

however, until all the fittings of the re very srognd npen which he stood

room liad been destroyvidl, There is Jittls ] Rnnuing rapidly in the divection from
reason to believe that any of the im- | which the report had come, he  saw
portant documents of the court have been | heavy flagesing of the floor and solid

njnved, The clerk™s otfice wias not tonueh masonry of the arches of  Crypt shat-

in that room are all the more valuable | Amercea the explosion took place in a

papers of the conrt,  They are not all in | small passaze way leading to the roomn

fire proof siafes, however, aml it i€ mere- | in which the heating apparatus of the

Iy o happy chanee that has prevented the | Supreme Court is Joeated. . The elevator

Marshal of Supreme Court suffercd most, in the heavy ceiling by the explesion,
The floor was completely Blown out of Fire had already siarted, and was lick
his room., and the oreat masses of mason- ing the woodwork of the elevator shaft,
ry torn from the floor were hurled with  Amercio ran to the main hall and notified
siteh foree to the eciling, that they hurst Orris Akers, one of the Capitol police-
the stone and plaster of the vault above men, who immmaediately turned in an
Len amd tossed the ponderous flagstones | alarm to five department headguarters,
of the upper passage many feet from  From that oflice a general alarm was
heir restine place. Muelh of the dmmage sent onf, and all the engines and other
to wialls and eeilings was confined to cor-, fire department apparatus of the city re-
ridors, but the chamber where the Sp- sponded. The East front of the Cap-
preme Court sits was badiy wrecked, too, itol, from the main central stairway to
Along one side of it is the elevator used | he small wing, was ablaze when the en
Ly ihe Justices, and it was throngh this ines  arrived. No one was near the
hatt that the fames followed the flving sceene of the explosion at the time it oc-
rocks  and  plaster of  the  explosion, curred. This part of the building is vis-
PPart of the floor of the echamber suffer- ited but infrequently, The sound of the
ed from the explosion, and the fire de explosion was heard distinetly far up in
stroved the furnishings of the room, the eity,

The Miaiv<hal's office is just to the! Thousauds heard of the t'.\lilur-il_bil by S

-

low is the consultation chamber, and many churches heard the news and rush-

ter the explosion, he was prepared to ators were Kept in a wide cirele abom

hiave the sittinegs of the court take Il!.‘ll'l- the North portion of the eenter of the

damace done by building, but they were allowed on the

in the room until the
the fire could be  repaired. Iifteen stairway to the North, where a hoae

- S m . a 13t e St
minutes later this consultation chamber crowd gathered. The main centre stain

. - % " o = § ree ¢ " . 1~ i}
wis entirely wreeked by fire. which un- way was kept free. and the flames which

<haft made by the explosion. The ex- soon beemme so thick that no one could

plosion, it appears at this time, took Le allowed close by, There was seareely

place  in an engine room in the sub- any fire visible except the few flames

1 nr " ) +3y o~ 3s- 1 "
hasement bheneath the Tarw Library, leaping out of the windows, sy the

':]_r' the force VIS ?‘-![l"]l that it tore up TIHII' (I"n l‘!‘l'“'li h.’lt! («nn_'_'.'i'l\‘l._f{lll'll. if Was

the floor of that room. and also par- dark, and without the illnminations of

Giallv destroved the floor of the Supreme’ big flames, the working of the fire depart

Conrt roon. Ii cansed Slll']! a hl’- 1lIi iTI: 1T Wis not u;lhll.\' s Il} Tlllt Spi clia-

the floors that the flames had a elean tors,

and swirt Jreanght to the roof the S.:.! No one who visited the scene will ever

nretne Court room The e l“Il:'n‘:l;i forgel the I'E"”“'“ i'r"}".“h.'l‘ I'ke beau-
[ ECTE) .

» - - S M . I . { . - " . 11% .! E:‘
papidly amd it was bat a few amnutes titul marble and stone structure bele

Sn-ling forth volumes of smoke.  To-night
¢ 1 was among the thousands who watehed
- » A iet T 11 r- -: 23 i g 'u.f‘ 1i1""
flamres, Some of the watchimen found the herol wWors 08 \\ ishengtor s
wen dund later went into the building
5 - x x & EENLTITL b oy
the basement floor, where th | as far as any one wais allowed to enter,
Fosi redd The work of the Supreme Court will:
CXphasion eI Te.

Wl ( » o |]‘-};|.\’.-|1 a l].'l_\’. it is Iilllli,‘.flll. bt
1t 1 Seece o

1ine G‘,\'[rlﬂ‘--ilril Wil not lwe
it will be many months before the man-
«1 portion of the building can be recon-

3 "
door had been tarn off by the exploston | it
stureted,

the world.

be an interesting one.

THE HAVOC WROUGIHT,

Faies amd destroction know no sonti
ment, and the historie  old Suprem
Court chamber, which has been th

weeting place of the most eminent pro

many of which can never be replaced,

the SRopreme Court elhiamber were bhasts

of Chief Jnstice Marshall and a0 dozen

[ewal protession, who odid much toward
e<tablishing aad promulzating the legal
precedents of the countey, In the smoke
ad roin which followed the explosion,
these valnable pileces of statuary were
either partially or wholly destroyed, and
with their destruction the conntry has
sufiered an irreparable loss. They were
valuable beyond ali computation in doi
tars amd cents, and they have been the
treasured exhibits of the Supreme Court
chamber some of them for half a cen-
tury. Ilelow the Sopreme Court Claom-
ber is the Law Library, a collection of

To.000 volmmes, many of  them  lesal

tion of books is estinated to be of the
vialue of 810000060 Tor sach of these
a< micht be obtapinable, but as stated the
mtrinsie value of the libeary is beyond
cstimation. The ro!l extent of the dam-
aze to the Law Library eannot be esti-
matod even in the present condition of
the roems.  There is another valuable
colleesion of bLooks in the consultation
chamber of the Supremne Court which
also suffered creat damage. The rooms
comprising the consnitation chamber are
just across a narrew corridor from the
Sppreme Couri roon, and Lhere maore
than 10060 volumes were stored. The
roOmS nearest the SUDrSIne C"ourt
chamber were damagzed to the greatest
extent.  They were situated almost odi-

roctly over the spot where the explosion

gecurred, amd the fiames had sHui
spiread to all sides. The two adjoining

rooms were ilmmediately elosed from  the
first. and save for smoke and what water
round  its way into these rooms the
damage is but slight,

THE WORK OF THE FIREMEN.
During the tire at il
the firemen. in their efforts to et into
the eorridor with their hose, proceeded
to break a hole through the masonry.
While they were thus nt work, there was
a second upheaval, caused, it is believed,
by the further aceumulations of zas, anl
some of the firemen were stonned, It was

at first thought that they were injured,

hatt we veral marks of a violen No life was lost, but the government
I TH B¢ BeVve>ld i AT ’

but all of themr quickly recovered., A

e
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is the loser to the amonnt of more than
a million dollars, Besidies the invaluable
Law Library of the Suprenie Conrt, in some places

the equal of which is not to be found in The floorine in

as muech as two inches,

vieinity of the cxplosion was a com-

The story of the fire and the demoli- A door fifty

plete wreek,

fnen af a pertion of the grandest build-!
g owned. by the United States, hl!"‘llﬁllfin'n\\‘:: off its hinges, and flew oven the
Inside the corvidor there were
several places at which the masonry had
;.!n'.:]:.:'t‘ll out over a
PREVIOUS

The Capitol building has been datmmnze |

number of times hefore

pounders of Jurisprudence. went hefore ! belioved thet

them.  The upheaval of the explosion, | ] oy i
e, ! ey g i exjuosialL fto e the most disastrons

which drove antward apd upward every- two oceasion
thing within its seope, brooght destroe- fives have oricinatod
fion and rain to velumes pod statuary, | Qe venieen
of damaze was done to th

Arranged on small pidestals  arougd !
ston of this Kind,
an explosion of gas that kilked one
other distingnishoed representatives of the

building, and whoere J
joins the muin buildnz, This explosion
INing, who was hs

who=e bhody

sifledd John

*of the building, amd
11 impression

sirueticn
W expeinded
renovatine amnd makinge ;

Supreme Conrt ehawmber,

s 1'1;1"*11 5§
hooks of rarve value, and o large per- —— )
NENW FRENCIH ABASSADOR.

centaze of the volumes are of a eharac-|
ter that cannot be replaced.  This u'nrllm-—!
Washinge
sitiation
Franee and Giread
Iv interest among member

phases of" 1h

tion appears to

*l*'\';-.‘l telies ?l--if.'l_'\'

ieanee to the

don, and it was stated 1l
show her animosity
Ambassador at I

The Journal Official
French emb
Appointiment o

}‘;!""‘-:I'llll' T I_-.:ni..

at Franee wonld

2 LA cn'[ l:

teraher 21sr

M. Camba
M. Jules Cantl | j

Ambas=a
S IS (RIS ES
hetwoen this
He has heen Ambassa-

{ '«!;‘-1:!“1i.'!-l;n'-'.

nesetiations

tding embassies
the *Ia<hoda
althouch
Egyprian
tion in weneral
European

France and Great Britain may take parr.

e {‘;]]ailni to-night, |

"HIEY WILL P THE PE

“The Londo

neral and satisfactory arvapgo-

meni has been reached

AUSH OF WAR-LIKE

ALPARATIONS

Gathering of British Emer-
gency Squadron,

SUPPOSED  SPY TAKEN

WAR =MIEPS TAKING ON THEIR

FULL STORIES

;ﬂmALS?%H MEN ORDERED HOME

Somathiog ¢x 74 ard.‘n_]f_\, it s Declared. Seerr

| 1 . . ~
to have Happened, and a Crisis Seems
r ,': i 1 “Or [
}‘{,l!’\) g, Nr-& r.t.t
~ .
Cabinet Constitu'ed.
| Il i) T A E hoere wis 1
| 1 j o ' LS | [an = 1N i
on the Stock Exchangze el 1l I
N IS | h these -1 I < nt
] >
[ 1 il v I8 It . by th L
tone of some of the Freo I opapetr I3
stdes this, somethimg extraovilinary seenms
11 have !1:1]|;|-*u-1. amd 1t looks as of
erisis were approgaching.  The Britizsh n
val preparvations are ceortainly being push
foad with great activity, The British emer
| Heney sgnadron is gathering ot Daven
port with all pos<ihle speed. Seven b
tloships amd one eraiser have been
P> ‘ L
far desiznated 1o Jodne thils ‘~-|i|,1'k." 1. v

tficers aud sadlors have bheen hareie by o
called from leave of alisenes, aml

| hattleships and ernisers at Portsmont
are taking ther fall stores on board, a0
other like preparations are heing nonde
A nmnnber of siznal men, now on doar
Pin the British Channel sguadron, which
arrived at Gibraltar this morning, have
heen l'l'lit"!'l] il--l;i" fur = 'T'\il'!"~, it 1s jrite
sumed, on hoard the anxiliary ernisers, if
the latter should be required for active

Service,
A sensation has been caused by the ar

|

Il'rwl this morning of a ~lf1r{m=l'-! Rus=ian
[ spy at a fort near Harwich, The mau
| was already vuder surveillanee, and went
| to a redonhbt, where he tried to obtain
P sunpe imformation from a sentry regard
|

]

ing the fortiteations, I1¢: was [-!‘~-!u[-.‘|.
arrested, aned ingprivies are heing sl
garding his antecedent<. Tt was= also a-
<ertiod to-day that the commanding of
fiers of the London volunteer reciment
{ haove received orders fo prepare for im
wiedliates mobiabization, and it was declared

mformed as to the farts on tle ostg 1 hiver

|

| il

| ae

l!ll.‘i.’ the different arrillery corp= had beon
|

.'lIIi! st isndi=ist 1 -,'1,1E| .’i||-\ |||\.‘
Lo allott:

The PPall Mall Gazette this atterpnooga

SHR S

“England has heen, 2id even nao
near war that the Government liags e
viedd om its preparvations to the tapthes
Hpait of the preparatory stagse, 1v L
bens, areaneed to eall ont the r
st mplitia, andd to pmiohilize the Ml
teers simultaneously, and to form barg
canps at varions maportant salireaa o

tion=. where rolling stock and bocom stive
will | concontratead, '

THE NEW FRENCH CABINIE]

I'aris, Oetoher 531 i pew Cabinet
< eapstituteal o

M. Loheat, Ming rool Josiice

Ay B I'::r'._. PPromier vind Monrrsre
Intervior,

M. 1w f'reveinet, M 1 of W

M. Lockrox., Miuister f Marine,

M. Ddensso, Minist Forei=y X
fairs.

M. Potraval, Ministor of Finanes

M. Leygues, Mimister aof fubbe In
ST Herion.

M. Ielonele, Minister of Commumer

AL Gaillaine. Minister of the Calonie

M. Viger, Minister of Agriqu e,

N, Kraniz. Minister f I'atdic VWauark

WI.L THE CZAR SEIZE NEW CHWANG
W ll‘:. Wt N . AL 1 brin

-I[|| !" e .l l - 1 Ch '.-ll.‘r 'I
{ i ‘ H i~ 11t N\
<< t ' I
1 1t \'u i
L ‘ ' i ol er |
1 pudo destroyer Hnody, an
Tir- & o Iy I ! i
oy [ = [
1]  §

H (R B
i .
ll
L P e~ 1 '
1 i T RIRE Tlie=as " § 1;
T 11~ ’ 1t - | ." It 11 |
s 1 i ©N "8 BT 1

IRUSSIA'S 'ROBABLE AIM
F.oidos, Nov., 2 The ddispateh i

Wet Flai Wel am neing the war JrT'e<]
ikations of the B h navial tliorit
e ceap ride - 1< beine of o
11 | comled \ t o thie I rench
g N 3 at ~ It is surmised
I <i:, fiting by the m 0t
Jd relatio fretwesenn Cartesnt l:'.;'l"
nd Fra hiis decided to push forwanl
m dims { C Far ] t b forenl
setzine the v Liles 1 ¥ oport of N
Chwang, whivh Great Britain eannot
1.-1:":. It 18 s

PREPARED TO FIGHT.

Wei Hai Wei, Nov, 30— All the British
warships here are now  fully  coaled.
Their woodwork has been removed aml
they are '-»lll]l!!'lt'!_\' l'I‘l‘[l;ll‘!"l for cmer-
_'...'“]li'iil"'.

qlll'r—Iiull.
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